
 

 

RESOLUTION NUMBER 94 

HONROING ALICE T. BUCAHNAN  

 

WHEREAS, this Honorable of the City of St. Louis Board of Aldermen pauses in our deliberations to note the 

passing of Alice T. Buchanan; and 

 

WHEREAS, Alice was affectionately known as “Tootie” and was born to Samson and Alice Buchanan in New 

Madrid, Missouri, after which they returned to Chicago’s South side. She earned the name of Tootie from her 

mother’s love of “Tutti Fruitti” ice cream; and  

 

WHEREAS, she accepted Christ at an early age.  Before converting to Catholism in 1976, she was a long-time 

and faithful member of Progressive Missionary Baptist Church in Chicago, Illinois, where she was a member of 

the Usher Board and Health Unit because by her own admission, she could not sing; and  

 

WHEREAS, Alice attended and graduated Paul Lawrence Dunbar High School.  She received a full four-year 

scholarship to Tuskegee University for physical fitness and science.  She turned down the scholarship to care 

for her parents and took a job for the United States Postal Service where she worked for the main branch in 

downtown Chicago.  In her spare time, she liked to party and to have a good time; and     

 

WHEREAS, she was also an avid bowler and a member of the Pin Droppers. Later she went to school to 

become a Pharmacy Technician and worked at Walgreens on 95th and Michigan until she moved to St. Louis, 

Missouri in 1978; and  

 

WHEREAS, through her union to Joe L. Johnson, a life-long friend and Chicago Police Officer (deceased), 

Alice gave birth to one child, Connie LaJoyce Johnson, but was a mother figure to many.  Known by many as 

Momma B or Other Mother, she loved cooking and cooking for others.  She loved watching game shows, 

especially “The Price Is Right,” “Jeopardy,” and “Wheel of Fortune.”; and  

 

WHEREAS, she also loved any show on HDTV and a multitude of cooking shows including “Chopped,” “The 

Pioneer Woman,” and Paula Deen.  She loved to travel and enjoyed theme-based trips.  Some of her favorite 

trips included going to the Magnolia Table Restaurant in Waco, Texas, the Paula Deen trip to Savannah, 

Georgia, visiting the Negro League Baseball Museum Kansas City, MO; visiting Branson, MO and going to 

Dolly Parton’s Dixie Stampede and going to the Dr. Martin Luther King Monument in Washington, DC; and  

 

WHEREAS, Alice also loved doing volunteer work and working for the church.  As a member of St. Paul, the 

Apostle parish, she worked at parish Bingos, fish fries and the Ladies of Charity; and    

 

WHEREAS, above all, she loved her family.  She had a very special bond with her grandson Joseph.  She was 

the first person to hold him after he was born.  During her illness, Joseph often got up in the middle of the night 

to check on her.  As always, Joseph had the last word and issued the final prayers to her before she transitioned. 

 

WHEREAS, she was born July 23, 1944 in New Madrid, Missouri to Samson and Alice Buchanan and passed 

away January 13, 2021at St. Louis University Hospital; and  

 

WHEREAS, she preceded in death by her parents, siblings:  Sam Buchanan, Harry Paul Buchanan, 

Robert Buchanan, Savannah Buchanan (Wash), James Buchanan, Theodus Buchanan and Mary K. Wheeler; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, she is survived by family members:  Former State Representative Connie L. Johnson (daughter), 

Joseph Michael Johnson (grandson); Alneta Long (sister), Joseph Z. Peck (nephew), Alnita B. Myles (niece), 

Alicia Ralston (niece); Lameka D.Grayson (daughter); Nadia S. Grayson and Lyric D. Grayson 



 

 

(granddaughters); Patrick Wheeler (son); Brodderick (grandson); Lynn G. Wheeler (son); Duncan Wheeler 

(nephew); Donna McKay-Moore (daughter); and a host of cousins, nieces, nephews and friends. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that we pause to 

remember and appreciate the life of Alice T. Buchanan and we further direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a 

copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a commemorative copy for 

presentation to the family, at a time and place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 

 

Introduced this 29th day of January 2021 by: 

The Honorable Pamela Boyd, Alderwoman 27th Ward  

 

Adopted 29th day of January 2021 as attested by: 

 

 

 

_______________________    __________________________ 

Terry Kennedy     Lewis E. Reed 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 

 


